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Executive Summary

This chapter provides a snapshot of the information found in the Town of Beekman
Comprehensive Plan. During the planning process a comprehensive inventory, research, and
analysis was conducted to provide a foundation from which to create the Plan. iedleta
inventory of Townos resources and a full expl
implementation strategies are included later in the planning document.

The fABlueprint for Actiono

A Comprehensive Plan identifies the goals and strategies by whic> =
community looks to achieve sustainable vitality, high quality of life, and
direct actions and resources in response to the future needs of bo &
residents and businesses. This Vision Beekman Comprehensive Plan w g
as a gui de o thefiitbré of th@Towmt 0 f or ‘o

The Planning Process and Activities

The Town of Beekman is situated in the sea#ntral portion of Dutchess
County, approximately thirteen miles east of the Hudson River shoreline and

about eight miles from the Connecticut bordErh e Townédés rur al feeling and
reminiscent of its agricultural heritage, and its access to thetdate metropolitan area of New
Yor k, New Jersey and Connecticut, bring great de

To preserve the coimuing vitality of the Town of Beekman, a strategic vision was created as part
of the Comprehensive Plan to represent the future of the Town. This vision retains the qualities of
the Town that residents have come to cherish, weaves together the faatscbhtiging socio and
economic conditions, and reflects the needs and desires of a diverse population. The
Comprehensive Plan will continue to be an enabling tool for the Town to manage growth and
deliver public services in a sustainable manner.

Planning § a process of formulating goals, strategies and actions necessary to implement the

communi tyos vision. By coordinating actions t
Comprehensive Plan becomes a valuable tool to Town government, its citizens and the private
sector . I n devel oping the Townods Comprehensi ve

Comprehensive Plan Review Committee (CPRC) and the community to develop goals, strategies
and actions that directly supported the public participation findings.
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Executive Summary

To ensure that the goals, strategies, and actions of the Comprehensive Plan are relevant to the
changing conditions within the Town, it is recommended that the Plan be reviewed by the Town
Board at least every five years and amended where appropriate.

Demographic Summary

The Town of Beekmanés population is growing. Thi
Town's proximity to the New York City metropold]
medi an age of Beekmanos r ethd résedantsshave a highschéol y ear
di pl oma, and over a quarter of them have attai
degree. Between 1990 and 2000, the median household income in the Town of Beekman rose from
$53,127 to $65,955.

Community assetsdient i fi ed during focus group -oriemdds hops
community and a quality education system. Both of these are appealing features that are now

attracting people to relocate to Beekman.

Beekmands Opportunities, tr@bgees| enges, Goal s an

During the development of the Comprehensive Plan the consultants worked closely with CPRC
and the community to identify the challenges that needed to be overcome and the opportunities
that could be capitalized on to continually improve the duabf life in Beekman. The
collaboration involved several public workshops, stakeholder interviews, a series of committee
meetings, and a community survey.

This partnership helped to identify the opportunities and challenges facing the community, and
creae st atements of future conditions or goals th
vision of the future. The resulting Comprehensive Plan aims to assist the community to reach
these goals.

The inventory of the existing opportunities and challengesthe Town and all discussions
regarding goals, strategies and actions for addressing future issues are divided within the Plan by
topics: land use, natural resources, open space, recreation and cultural resources, transportation,
housing, municipal serves and infrastructure, and economic development.

Town of Beekman Comprehensive Plan iX
Final Adopted December 2007



Executive Summary

Land Use

The challenge in establishing land uses is to identify suffici =
amounts of land to satisfy the Town's future needs, andgses -
relate the location of those uses to the transportation sy
and otler infrastructure of the Town while preserving thi
existing fAsmal.l town feel i ng
what particular types of uses the Town desires and expec
see in future development, which later will be reflected in t
Zoning Ordinance r@s and range of permitted uses.

The general direction in creating land use goals aims’ .

. o Agricultural land use in Beekman
preserving the existing rural character of the Town and its
open space by concentrating new development in areas already developed. Improving the
infrastructure and rmhancing the aesthetics of these existing developed places is the key in
attracting future development here.

Land Use Goals

LU Goal 1: Preserve and enhance the existing rural character while accommodating a balanced
mix of agricultural, recreational, residential, commercial and industrial uses.

LU Goal 2: Focus higher density commercial and residential development in the Town Center
to preserve the outlying open space areas of the Town.

LU Goal 3: Encourage an appropriate balance of residential, commeral, light industrial
development, and open space to maintain a balanced tax base.

LU Goal 4: Establish and implement design guidelines to ensure development in the Town
Center maintsadalse@. ATown

LU Goal 5: Encourage future development that minimize negative impacts on natural
resources, infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to safeguard the health,
safety, and welfare of the community.

LUGoal6: Pr ot ect and i mprove the communityds visual
along commercal corridors, ridgelines and at prominent gateways.

LU Goal 7: Ensure any development is of quality design to foster and preserve the character of
the Town and meet the longerm needs of the community.

LU Goal 8: Enhance the Town Center as a centerpieclor commercial, recreational, social,
cultural and educational activities in Beekman.

LU Goal 9: Update the land use regulations to reflect a density supported by the natural
limitations of the resources in Beekman.

LU Goal 10: Explore land use regulatiors to encourage the preservation of open space.

Town of Beekman Comprehensive Plan X
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Executive Summary

Natural Resources

The ground water from unconsolidated sand and gra
deposits in the Fishkill Creek Valley is the princip
source of supply for farms and rural homes. The protec
of t he To wsnhaslong lresnoauprincaey goal fq
its citizens. During the public natural resource worksh
many participants also identified wetlands, wat
resources and steep sl ope:
assets. Focus Group participants further recommen
addtional regulations to protect these assets.

ur al

Scenic vista in Town of kman
According to the Town of Beekmandés Open Space |
iThe views and viewshed from the Appal achian Nat
of Beekman and panoramically around the NHddson Valley regin, are resources to be
conserved from a national importance standpoint. The views looking up toward Depot Hill and the

long, continuing ridge of the Hudson Highlands, as well as West Mountain, and smaller, but
locally important hills such as Clapp Hillrexalso scenic views and scenic resources that are

special and give meaning and character to Beekman.

Preserving and protecting the | and, water and
unique character are goals that should be considered inogenvent decisions within the Town.

Natural Resource Goals

NRGoall: Ensure the continued protection of all the

NRGoal2: Foster t he preservation of the Townds ma
protecting them from any adverse impacts associated with mamade development
on land, air, water quality, natural habitats, unique land formations and scenic
resources.

NRGoal3: Preserve and protect those | ands and sceni
unique character.

NR Goal 4: Promote development that is environmentally conscientious and energy efficient to
preserve and protect the Townds resources.

Open Space & Agricultural Resources

Located in the southeroentral portion of Dutchess County, the Town of Beakncovers 19,637

acres of which 4,850 acres of farms and orchards are enrolled in Dutchess County Agricultural

Di strict No . 23. St ate and |l ocal progr ams per.
agriculturaluse land. The rich soils of the Town madenfeng and agriculture one of its main

economic industries. Recent trends in housing development have resulted in a reduction of the
number of working farms as well as the size of those farms continuing production.
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Executive Summary

During the last decade, the residenfstlbe Town consistently expressed their strong desire to

preserve Beekmanos rur al character. I n 2005,
authorizing the Town Board to Bond up to $3 million for the sole purpose of preserving open

space and protet i ng Beekmandés f ar ml

o

and.

The commun isétyd thesemissues makel
evident that preserving the scenic views of the ru§
and agricultural countryside, the unique ridgeling
and abundant open spaces are key aspirations off
Comprehensive Plan. lagrating the needs o
agriculture by promoting agriculturally relateg
businesses and niche farming in the developmen
an economic development plan will further promo
the goals presented in the Comprehensive Plan.

Open space resource in Beekman

Open Space & Agricultural Resources Goals

OS Goal 1: Preserve open space, farmland and woodlots through the implementation of the
Open Space Plan.

OS Goal 2: Assess, protect and enhance the environment to sustain the quality of natural
resources, the rural landscape, and diversity of wildfe habitats.

OS Goal 3: Preserve the scenic views of the rural and agricultural countryside, the unique
ridgelines, the abundant open spaces and other important physical features in
Beekman.

OS Goal 4: Integrate the needs of agriculture in the developmdrof any economic development
plan by promoting agriculturally related businesses and niche farming.

OS Goal 5: Protect and enhance existing productive farmlands, as well as potentially
productive farmlands and working landscapes to further preserve agricliure in
Beekman.

OSGoal6: Promote Beekman as an fAagricultural fr

OS Goal 7:  Ensure open space is preserved and protected.

Recreational & Cultural Resources

The rich history of the Town of Beekman is shown in its numer¢

structures ad places of historical significance. In May of 200 : e
. BEEK|
the Town of Beekman passed a resolution to apply for status e

CLOVE SPAING FON WORKS.

Preserve America Community to protect and promote its histor
and heritage resources. As pa
recogiize and celebrate its history, the Town has initiatume T
reconstruction plans of the Old Gristmill. Future plans incluéeékman Furnace
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Executive Summary

utilizing the mill as a museum and tourism center.

The rich natural features of the Town could be enjoyed in areas specially designmedréation

uses. Approximately three miles of the Appalachian Trail can be accessed in the Town of
Beekman and many other existing recreati = ;
opportunities are spread around the Town.

The Recreational and Cultural Resources element of
ComprehensivePlan studies the feasibility of providing
additional recreational services and/or facilities

the future recr eat iesideats.

Recreation & Cultural Goals Recreation Park

RCGoall: | dentify the recreational needs of Beekman
providing any additional recreational services and/or facilities to satisfy this
identified need.

RC Goal 2: Maintain and enhance the existing as well as the continued development of the park
and recreation system to meet the needs of current and future Town residents, and
provide them with top quality parks and facilities.

RC Goal 3: Continue to create a network of trails am paths throughout the community to link
and improve accessibility to recreational, cultural, commercial, and regional
resources.

RC Goal 4: Promote and support the growth of arts and cultural events throughout the Town
as a means of e n huturat éxpegenceshaed sifemgthening its c
sense of community.

RC Goal5: Preserve, enhance, and promote the Townds
the enjoyment of the current residents and future generations.

RC Goal 6: Create tourism opportunitesby pr omoti ng the Townés histor

RC Goal 7: Develop and enhance destinations throughout the Town that have cultural,
historical and/or educational interest.

RCGoal8: Protect and enhance the unique | ocask, histo
rehabilitation and maintenance of significant structures, as well as to safeguard
against the loss of these important resources.
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Executive Summary

Transportation Resources

The Town of Beekman maintains 73 miles « *
local roads. One reason for the Town
dynamic growth $ the Town's street networl
and the reasonable commuting distance
major cities and transportation hubs. T
roads taking the residents to destinatio
outside the Town transform the Town
Beekman into a destination and bring
tourists.

In the fuure, improving and maintaining the
integrity and capacity of existing roads, a

promoting and encouraging a safe airoun Center (Route 55 & Beekman Road)
contiguous system of sidewalks, bike trails

and pathways throughout the Town Center and the Hamlets will enhance the mobility and

accessibity throughout the Town. Also, good public transportation makes places accessible to

everybody.

Transportation Goals

T Goal 1: Support a multi-modal transportation system by exploring opportunities to
enhance public transportation in the Town.

T Goal 2: Foster a safe and efficient transportation network throughout the Town of
Beekman.

T Goal 3: | mprove and enhance the parking in the

T Goal 4: Enhance mobility and accessibility throughout the Town via improvements or new
infrastru cture designed to accommodate a variety of transportation modes for the
safety, convenience, and efficiency of drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians.

T Goal 5: Promote and encourage a safe and contiguous system of sidewalks, bike trails and
pathways throughou the Town Center and the Hamlets.

T Goal 6: Improve and maintain the integrity and capacity of existing roads through access
management.
Town of Beekman Comprehensive Plan Xiv
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Executive Summary

Housing Resources

Beekmands 2007 median family income e$815887, 055
house. Howver, the median price of a house in Beekman currently costs $409,000. During the
workshops participants identified a need to retain and support a balanced mix of community
members by ensuring housing that is affordable to seniors, workers, and yoursy Rdoliding a
diversified range of housing opportunities consistent with a-walanced community is the main

goal on this topic.

Housing Goals

H Goal 1:  Provide a diversified range of housing opportunities consistent with a wellalanced
community.

H Goal 2:  Require the design and construction of new housing to consider the character and
natural features of the area and the overall rural character of the Town.

H Goal 3:  Encourage a balanced blend of quality housing opportunities including moderately
piced housing to provide a range of prices t

Municipal Services & Infrastructure

Quality municipal services and reliable infrastructu
enhances resident so qual
busi nessesb I evel inudyl It alsorg
encourages new businesses to establish in Town.

The residents of the Town consider the quality of t
local educational system to represent an important a
to the community. Instilled with a strong sense of ci
duty, B e e kemta mofusteerr te spierdte a fir
fighting squad and rescue squad. Both the fire fight
and the rescue squad serve the neighboring communBeekman Town Hall

as well as the Town of Beekman. The rescue squad is funded entirely by local donations.
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Executive Summary

Effective communicatiorbetween community, government, businesses and municipalities builds
better relationships and solves problems. Reliable infrastructure directs and encourages
development to concentrate in designated places and saves open space. Quality public services

improve residentsdé quality of i fe.

Municipal Services & Infrastructure Goals

MS Goal 1:

MS Goal 2:

MS Goal 3:

MS Goal 4:

MS Goal 5:

MS Goal 6:

MS Goal 7:

MS Goal 8:

Promote and encourage inter and intramunicipal cooperation and communication,
including but not limited to participation in a shared services or consolidation
study, to provide quality services at reasonable costs.

Promote and encourage a high quality of public services for the safety, comfort, and
pleasure of residents and business owners.

Improve the capacity of the Town government to be proactivdpocused and able to
provide leadership and support for the implementation of the Vision Beekman
Comprehensive Plan.

Support professional and educational development for both elected and
government officials to better serve the community.

Maintain and enhance public infrastructure and services that meet the needs of
current and future residents and businesses, while advancing the overall vision
established for Beekman.

Develop and promote effective communication between Wm government and
residents/business owners.

Promot e t he communityoés educational reso
Beekmands continued viability.

Evaluate the feasibility of expanding municipal water and sewer infrastructure to
theTown Center to promote economic devel opme
space resources.

Economic Development

At the time of the 2000 census, t

Townos

education/health/social services sectd
(21.7%), manufacturing (12%), and
retail trade (11.2%). Similarly, the tog@|
three sectors in Dutchess County we
education/health/social services sect
(26.4%), manufacturing (12.3%), an
retail trade (11.4%).

top three i

L

E—

—

Commercial Plaza (Route 55 & Route 216)
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Executive Summary

The participants in the workshops held during the Comprehensive ddaelopment identified

various economic opportunities in the Town, which consist of establishing a Chamber of

Commerce, concentrating commercial development in select areas, enforcing Village style design
guidelines, creating a civic identity, attractingmall businesses and retail establishments,
utilizing the internet for business and tourism marketing, expanding sewer and water system to the

Town Center, diversifying commercial establishments, creating employment opportunities for
residents, and devagbing a visible Town Center. See Appendix B, Map 20: Creating a New Town

Center.

Establishing a sense of civic identity and identifying realistic economic development

opportunities for the Town in consideration of its transportation resources, infras&uctu
demographics, and location in the region should constitute the primary goals on this matter.

Economic Development Goals

ED Goal 1;

ED Goal 2:

ED God 3:

ED Goal 4:

ED Goal 5:

ED Goal 6:

ED Goal 7:

ED Goal 8:

Identify realistic economic development opportunities for the Town in
consideration of its transportation resources, infastructure, demographics, and
location in the region.

Establish a sense of civic identity,
purposes of building Town identity, facilitating economic development marketing,
and promoting tourism.

Create an organizational structure that promotes strong, proactive and innovative
municipal support for economic and community development in the Town.

Create conditions and incentives highly conducive to recruiting and retaining
appropriate light industrial and commercial businesses within the Town.

Develop the capacity to market and promote the Town in terms of the economic,
social, tourism, and quality of life benefits and opportunities that it offers.

Promote a stonger retail sector as a means of stemming expenditure leakage from
the region, encouraging Town Center businesses, and attracting a broader
customer base to benefit both retail and service sector businesses.

Foster a viable local tourism econmy and position Beekman to benefit from
increased tourism. Develop tourism resources in the Town to strengthen the local
economy and establ i sh stewardship and
resources.

Encourage the Town Center to become a med residential and commercial district
that provides a variety of necessary goods, services, entertainment venues and
attractions for local and regional patrons.
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Introduction

Introduction to Planning

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

New York State law gants municipalities the authority to prepare
and adopt Comprehensive Plans. As defined in the state legislation,
a Comprehensive Plan is a document that identifies goals,
objectives, principles, and policies for the immediate and@rge
protection, ehancement, growth, and development of a community.

As a tool of planning, Comprehensive Plans provide guidance to

municipal leaders, government agencies, organizations, businesses,

and residents, and helps to ensure that the <cor
met, boh now and in the future. Comprehensive Plans are implemented through a variety of tools
including land use policies, regulatory measures, zoning changes, and local laws. Town Law
further strengthens the role of the Comprehensive Plan by mandating thateanyand use

regulations and/or amendments, and all public capital improvements within the community must

take into consideration the adopted Comprehensive Plan.

Over time, adherence to the preferences set forth in the Comprehensive Plan (and to the
implementation tools) results in a community that closely resembles preferred vision identified
through the Comprehensive Planning process. For this reason, -@evelloped Comprehensive

Pl an is regarded as a communityds blueprint for

Like all comnunities, for the Town of Beekman to continue to be socially and economically
sustainabl e, it mu s t respond to changing condi
development of a strategic vision that weaves together the facts of changing eccooadiions,

the importance and value of open space, and the needs and desires of a diverse population.

Plan Adoption & Schedule of Decisions

The Town Board created the Comprehensive Planning Review Committee (CPRC) in 2005 in
order to review thel999 Compehensive Plan understand what goals and strategies were
completed, and advise how the Town could best update the Plan. In late 2006, the Laberge Group
was contracted by the Town Board to assist the CPRC. Together, the CPRC subsequently met
monthly with the consultant and bhonthly as a committee to ensure the information
comprehensively reflected the needs and views expressed by the public.
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