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Executive Summary  

This chapter provides a snapshot of the information found in the Town of Beekman 

Comprehensive Plan. During the planning process a comprehensive inventory, research, and 

analysis was conducted to provide a foundation from which to create the Plan. A detailed 

inventory of Townôs resources and a full explanation of each goal and the associated 

implementation strategies are included later in the planning document. 

The ñBlueprint for Actionò 

A Comprehensive Plan identifies the goals and strategies by which a 

community looks to achieve sustainable vitality, high quality of life, and to 

direct actions and resources in response to the future needs of both its 

residents and businesses. This Vision Beekman Comprehensive Plan will act 

as a guide or ñblueprintò for the future of the Town. 

The Planning Process and Activities 

The Town of Beekman is situated in the south-central portion of Dutchess 

County, approximately thirteen miles east of the Hudson River shoreline and 

about eight miles from the Connecticut border. The Townôs rural feeling and natural environment, 

reminiscent of its agricultural heritage, and its access to the tri-state metropolitan area of New 

York, New Jersey and Connecticut, bring great development pressure on the Townôs land. 

To preserve the continuing vitality of the Town of Beekman, a strategic vision was created as part 

of the Comprehensive Plan to represent the future of the Town. This vision retains the qualities of 

the Town that residents have come to cherish, weaves together the facts of the changing socio and 

economic conditions, and reflects the needs and desires of a diverse population. The 

Comprehensive Plan will continue to be an enabling tool for the Town to manage growth and 

deliver public services in a sustainable manner.  

Planning is a process of formulating goals, strategies and actions necessary to implement the 

communityôs vision. By coordinating actions to guide the Townôs development, the 

Comprehensive Plan becomes a valuable tool to Town government, its citizens and the private 

sector. In developing the Townôs Comprehensive Plan, consultants worked closely with the 

Comprehensive Plan Review Committee (CPRC) and the community to develop goals, strategies 

and actions that directly supported the public participation findings.  
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To ensure that the goals, strategies, and actions of the Comprehensive Plan are relevant to the 

changing conditions within the Town, it is recommended that the Plan be reviewed by the Town 

Board at least every five years and amended where appropriate.  

Demographic Summary 

The Town of Beekmanôs population is growing. This trend is expected to continue because of the 

Town's proximity to the New York City metropolitan area and Beekmanôs quality of life. The 

median age of Beekmanôs residents is 35.5 years. Most of the residents have a high school 

diploma, and over a quarter of them have attained a bachelorôs degree or a higher education 

degree. Between 1990 and 2000, the median household income in the Town of Beekman rose from 

$53,127 to $65,955.  

Community assets identified during focus group workshops included Beekmanôs family-oriented 

community and a quality education system. Both of these are appealing features that are now 

attracting people to relocate to Beekman. 

Beekmanôs Opportunities, Challenges, Goals and Strategies  

During the development of the Comprehensive Plan the consultants worked closely with CPRC 

and the community to identify the challenges that needed to be overcome and the opportunities 

that could be capitalized on to continually improve the quality of life in Beekman. The 

collaboration involved several public workshops, stakeholder interviews, a series of committee 

meetings, and a community survey. 

This partnership helped to identify the opportunities and challenges facing the community, and 

create statements of future conditions or goals that provide the framework for the communityôs 

vision of the future. The resulting Comprehensive Plan aims to assist the community to reach 

these goals. 

The inventory of the existing opportunities and challenges in the Town and all discussions 

regarding goals, strategies and actions for addressing future issues are divided within the Plan by 

topics: land use, natural resources, open space, recreation and cultural resources, transportation, 

housing, municipal services and infrastructure, and economic development. 
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Land Use 

The challenge in establishing land uses is to identify sufficient 

amounts of land to satisfy the Town's future needs, and to 

relate the location of those uses to the transportation system 

and other infrastructure of the Town while preserving the 

existing ñsmall town feelingò. The Land Use Goals indicate 

what particular types of uses the Town desires and expects to 

see in future development, which later will be reflected in the 

Zoning Ordinance rules and range of permitted uses.  

The general direction in creating land use goals aims at 

preserving the existing rural character of the Town and its 

open space by concentrating new development in areas already developed. Improving the 

infrastructure and enhancing the aesthetics of these existing developed places is the key in 

attracting future development here. 

Land Use Goals  

LU Goal 1: Preserve and enhance the existing rural character while accommodating a balanced 

mix of agricultural, recreational, residential, commercial and industrial uses.  

LU Goal 2: Focus higher density commercial and residential development in the Town Center 

to preserve the outlying open space areas of the Town. 

LU Goal 3:  Encourage an appropriate balance of residential, commercial, light industrial 

development, and open space to maintain a balanced tax base. 

LU Goal 4: Establish and implement design guidelines to ensure development in the Town 

Center maintains a ñTown-scaleò. 

LU Goal 5:  Encourage future development that minimizes negative impacts on natural 

resources, infrastructure, and neighboring uses in order to safeguard the health, 

safety, and welfare of the community. 

LU Goal 6:  Protect and improve the communityôs visual character and aesthetics, especially 

along commercial corridors, ridgelines and at prominent gateways. 

LU Goal 7:  Ensure any development is of quality design to foster and preserve the character of 

the Town and meet the long-term needs of the community. 

LU Goal 8: Enhance the Town Center as a centerpiece for commercial, recreational, social, 

cultural and educational activities in Beekman. 

LU Goal 9:  Update the land use regulations to reflect a density supported by the natural 

limitations of the resources in Beekman. 

LU Goal 10: Explore land use regulations to encourage the preservation of open space. 

Agricultural land use in Beekman 
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Natural Resources  

The ground water from unconsolidated sand and gravel 

deposits in the Fishkill Creek Valley is the principal 

source of supply for farms and rural homes. The protection 

of the Townôs resources has long been a primary goal for 

its citizens. During the public natural resource workshop 

many participants also identified wetlands, water 

resources and steep slopes as Beekmanôs natural resource 

assets. Focus Group participants further recommended 

additional regulations to protect these assets.  

According to the Town of Beekmanôs Open Space Plan: 

ñThe views and viewshed from the Appalachian National Scenic Trail looking across ñthe valley" 

of Beekman and panoramically around the Mid-Hudson Valley region, are resources to be 

conserved from a national importance standpoint. The views looking up toward Depot Hill and the 

long, continuing ridge of the Hudson Highlands, as well as West Mountain, and smaller, but 

locally important hills such as Clapp Hill, are also scenic views and scenic resources that are 

special and give meaning and character to Beekman.  

Preserving and protecting the land, water and scenic resources that contribute to the Townôs 

unique character are goals that should be considered in development decisions within the Town. 

Natural Resource Goals  

NR Goal 1: Ensure the continued protection of all the Townôs important natural resources. 

NR Goal 2: Foster the preservation of the Townôs many environmentally sensitive lands, 

protecting them from any adverse impacts associated with man-made development 

on land, air, water quality, natural habitats, unique land formations and scenic 

resources. 

NR Goal 3: Preserve and protect those lands and scenic resources that contribute to the Townôs 

unique character. 

NR Goal 4: Promote development that is environmentally conscientious and energy efficient to 

preserve and protect the Townôs resources. 

Open Space & Agricultural Resources 

Located in the southern-central portion of Dutchess County, the Town of Beekman covers 19,637 

acres of which 4,850 acres of farms and orchards are enrolled in Dutchess County Agricultural 

District No. 23. State and local programs permanently protect 2,600 acres of the Townôs 

agricultural-use land. The rich soils of the Town made farming and agriculture one of its main 

economic industries. Recent trends in housing development have resulted in a reduction of the 

number of working farms as well as the size of those farms continuing production.  

Scenic vista in the Town of Beekman 
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During the last decade, the residents of the Town consistently expressed their strong desire to 

preserve Beekmanôs rural character. In 2005, the residents voted overwhelmingly in favor of 

authorizing the Town Board to Bond up to $3 million for the sole purpose of preserving open 

space and protecting Beekmanôs farmland.  

The communityôs mind-set on these issues makes 

evident that preserving the scenic views of the rural 

and agricultural countryside, the unique ridgelines, 

and abundant open spaces are key aspirations of the 

Comprehensive Plan. Integrating the needs of 

agriculture by promoting agriculturally related 

businesses and niche farming in the development of 

an economic development plan will further promote 

the goals presented in the Comprehensive Plan. 

Open Space & Agricultural Resources Goals  

OS Goal 1:  Preserve open space, farmland and woodlots through the implementation of the 

Open Space Plan. 

OS Goal 2:  Assess, protect and enhance the environment to sustain the quality of natural 

resources, the rural landscape, and diversity of wildlife habitats. 

OS Goal 3:  Preserve the scenic views of the rural and agricultural countryside, the unique 

ridgelines, the abundant open spaces and other important physical features in 

Beekman. 

OS Goal 4:  Integrate the needs of agriculture in the development of any economic development 

plan by promoting agriculturally related businesses and niche farming. 

OS Goal 5: Protect and enhance existing productive farmlands, as well as potentially 

productive farmlands and working landscapes to further preserve agriculture in 

Beekman. 

OS Goal 6: Promote Beekman as an ñagricultural friendlyò community. 

OS Goal 7: Ensure open space is preserved and protected. 

Recreational & Cultural Resources 

The rich history of the Town of Beekman is shown in its numerous 

structures and places of historical significance. In May of 2007, 

the Town of Beekman passed a resolution to apply for status as a 

Preserve America Community to protect and promote its historical 

and heritage resources. As part of the Townôs promotion efforts to 

recognize and celebrate its history, the Town has initiated 

reconstruction plans of the Old Gristmill. Future plans include Beekman Furnace 

Open space resource in Beekman 
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utilizing the mill as a museum and tourism center. 

The rich natural features of the Town could be enjoyed in areas specially designed for recreation 

uses. Approximately three miles of the Appalachian Trail can be accessed in the Town of 

Beekman and many other existing recreation 

opportunities are spread around the Town. 

The Recreational and Cultural Resources element of the 

Comprehensive Plan studies the feasibility of providing 

additional recreational services and/or facilities to 

satisfy community need. The goals on this topic identify 

the existing historical and cultural resources and address 

the future recreational needs of Beekmanôs residents. 

Recreation & Cultural Goals 

RC Goal 1: Identify the recreational needs of Beekmanôs residents and study the feasibility of 

providing any additional recreational services and/or facilities to satisfy this 

identified need. 

RC Goal 2: Maintain and enhance the existing as well as the continued development of the park 

and recreation system to meet the needs of current and future Town residents, and 

provide them with top quality parks and facilities.  

RC Goal 3: Continue to create a network of trails and paths throughout the community to link 

and improve accessibility to recreational, cultural, commercial, and regional 

resources. 

RC Goal 4: Promote and support the growth of arts and cultural events throughout the Town 

as a means of enhancing the Townôs cultural experiences and strengthening its 

sense of community. 

RC Goal 5: Preserve, enhance, and promote the Townôs historical and cultural resources for 

the enjoyment of the current residents and future generations. 

RC Goal 6: Create tourism opportunities by promoting the Townôs historic identity. 

RC Goal 7: Develop and enhance destinations throughout the Town that have cultural, 

historical and/or educational interest. 

RC Goal 8: Protect and enhance the unique local history of the Townôs Hamlets through reuse, 

rehabilitation and maintenance of significant structures, as well as to safeguard 

against the loss of these important resources. 

Recreation Park 
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Transportation Resources 

The Town of Beekman maintains 73 miles of 

local roads. One reason for the Town's 

dynamic growth is the Town's street network 

and the reasonable commuting distance to 

major cities and transportation hubs. The 

roads taking the residents to destinations 

outside the Town transform the Town of 

Beekman into a destination and bring in 

tourists.  

In the future, improving and maintaining the 

integrity and capacity of existing roads, and 

promoting and encouraging a safe and 

contiguous system of sidewalks, bike trails 

and pathways throughout the Town Center and the Hamlets will enhance the mobility and 

accessibility throughout the Town. Also, good public transportation makes places accessible to 

everybody. 

Transportation Goals  

T Goal 1: Support a multi-modal transportation system by exploring opportunities to 

enhance public transportation in the Town. 

T Goal 2: Foster a safe and efficient transportation network throughout the Town of 

Beekman. 

T Goal 3: Improve and enhance the parking in the Townôs commercial areas. 

T Goal 4: Enhance mobility and accessibility throughout the Town via improvements or new 

infrastru cture designed to accommodate a variety of transportation modes for the 

safety, convenience, and efficiency of drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 

T Goal 5: Promote and encourage a safe and contiguous system of sidewalks, bike trails and 

pathways throughout the Town Center and the Hamlets.  

T Goal 6: Improve and maintain the integrity and capacity of existing roads through access 

management. 

Town Center (Route 55 & Beekman Road) 
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Housing Resources 

Beekmanôs 2007 median family income of $87,055 can generally afford a $287,000-$315,000 

house. However, the median price of a house in Beekman currently costs $409,000. During the 

workshops participants identified a need to retain and support a balanced mix of community 

members by ensuring housing that is affordable to seniors, workers, and young adults. Providing a 

diversified range of housing opportunities consistent with a well-balanced community is the main 

goal on this topic. 

Housing Goals 

H Goal 1: Provide a diversified range of housing opportunities consistent with a well-balanced 

community. 

H Goal 2: Require the design and construction of new housing to consider the character and 

natural features of the area and the overall rural character of the Town. 

H Goal 3: Encourage a balanced blend of quality housing opportunities including moderately 

priced housing to provide a range of prices to accommodate the Townôs workforce.  

Municipal Services & Infrastructure 

Quality municipal services and reliable infrastructure 

enhances residentsô quality of life and existing 

businessesô level of services and continuity. It also 

encourages new businesses to establish in Town.  

The residents of the Town consider the quality of the 

local educational system to represent an important asset 

to the community. Instilled with a strong sense of civic 

duty, Beekmanôs residents volunteer to operate a fire 

fighting squad and rescue squad. Both the fire fighters 

and the rescue squad serve the neighboring communities 

as well as the Town of Beekman. The rescue squad is funded entirely by local donations. 

Beekman Town Hall 
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Effective communication between community, government, businesses and municipalities builds 

better relationships and solves problems. Reliable infrastructure directs and encourages 

development to concentrate in designated places and saves open space. Quality public services 

improve residentsô quality of life. 

Municipal Services & Infrastructure Goals  

MS Goal 1: Promote and encourage inter and intra-municipal cooperation and communication, 

including but not limited to participation in a shared services or consolidation 

study, to provide quality services at reasonable costs. 

MS Goal 2: Promote and encourage a high quality of public services for the safety, comfort, and 

pleasure of residents and business owners. 

MS Goal 3: Improve the capacity of the Town government to be proactive, focused and able to 

provide leadership and support for the implementation of the Vision Beekman 

Comprehensive Plan.  

MS Goal 4:  Support professional and educational development for both elected and 

government officials to better serve the community. 

MS Goal 5: Maintain and enhance public infrastructure and services that meet the needs of 

current and future residents and businesses, while advancing the overall vision 

established for Beekman.  

MS Goal 6: Develop and promote effective communication between Town government and 

residents/business owners. 

MS Goal 7: Promote the communityôs educational resources as a vital contributor to 

Beekmanôs continued viability. 

MS Goal 8: Evaluate the feasibility of expanding municipal water and sewer infrastructure to 

the Town Center to promote economic development and preserve the Townôs open 

space resources. 

Economic Development 

At the time of the 2000 census, the 

Townôs top three industrial sectors were 

education/health/social services sectors 

(21.7%), manufacturing (12.5%), and 

retail trade (11.2%). Similarly, the top 

three sectors in Dutchess County were 

education/health/social services sectors 

(26.4%), manufacturing (12.3%), and 

retail trade (11.4%). 
Commercial Plaza (Route 55 & Route 216) 
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The participants in the workshops held during the Comprehensive Plan development identified 

various economic opportunities in the Town, which consist of establishing a Chamber of 

Commerce, concentrating commercial development in select areas, enforcing Village style design 

guidelines, creating a civic identity, attracting small businesses and retail establishments,  

utilizing the internet for business and tourism marketing, expanding sewer and water system to the 

Town Center, diversifying commercial establishments, creating employment opportunities for 

residents, and developing a visible Town Center. See Appendix B, Map 20: Creating a New Town 

Center. 

Establishing a sense of civic identity and identifying realistic economic development 

opportunities for the Town in consideration of its transportation resources, infrastructure, 

demographics, and location in the region should constitute the primary goals on this matter. 

Economic Development Goals 

ED Goal 1: Identify realistic economic development opportunities for the Town in 

consideration of its transportation resources, infrastructure, demographics, and 

location in the region.  

ED Goal 2: Establish a sense of civic identity, including a ñbrandingò of the Town for the 

purposes of building Town identity, facilitating economic development marketing, 

and promoting tourism. 

ED Goal 3: Create an organizational structure that promotes strong, proactive and innovative 

municipal support for economic and community development in the Town. 

ED Goal 4:  Create conditions and incentives highly conducive to recruiting and retaining 

appropria te light industrial and commercial businesses within the Town. 

ED Goal 5: Develop the capacity to market and promote the Town in terms of the economic, 

social, tourism, and quality of life benefits and opportunities that it offers. 

ED Goal 6:  Promote a stronger retail sector as a means of stemming expenditure leakage from 

the region, encouraging Town Center businesses, and attracting a broader 

customer base to benefit both retail and service sector businesses. 

ED Goal 7: Foster a viable local tourism economy and position Beekman to benefit from 

increased tourism. Develop tourism resources in the Town to strengthen the local 

economy and establish stewardship and preservation of the Townôs unique 

resources.  

ED Goal 8: Encourage the Town Center to become a mixed residential and commercial district 

that provides a variety of necessary goods, services, entertainment venues and 

attractions for local and regional patrons. 
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Introduction 

Introduction to Planning  

What is a Comprehensive Plan?  

New York State law grants municipalities the authority to prepare 

and adopt Comprehensive Plans. As defined in the state legislation, 

a Comprehensive Plan is a document that identifies goals, 

objectives, principles, and policies for the immediate and long-range 

protection, enhancement, growth, and development of a community.  

As a tool of planning, Comprehensive Plans provide guidance to 

municipal leaders, government agencies, organizations, businesses, 

and residents, and helps to ensure that the communityôs needs are 

met, both now and in the future. Comprehensive Plans are implemented through a variety of tools 

including land use policies, regulatory measures, zoning changes, and local laws. Town Law 

further strengthens the role of the Comprehensive Plan by mandating that any new land use 

regulations and/or amendments, and all public capital improvements within the community must 

take into consideration the adopted Comprehensive Plan.  

Over time, adherence to the preferences set forth in the Comprehensive Plan (and to the 

implementation tools) results in a community that closely resembles preferred vision identified 

through the Comprehensive Planning process. For this reason, a well-developed Comprehensive 

Plan is regarded as a communityôs blueprint for the future. 

Like all communities, for the Town of Beekman to continue to be socially and economically 

sustainable, it must respond to changing conditions. The Townôs continuing vitality requires 

development of a strategic vision that weaves together the facts of changing economic conditions, 

the importance and value of open space, and the needs and desires of a diverse population. 

Plan Adoption & Schedule of Decisions  

The Town Board created the Comprehensive Planning Review Committee (CPRC) in 2005 in 

order to review the 1999 Comprehensive Plan, understand what goals and strategies were 

completed, and advise how the Town could best update the Plan. In late 2006, the Laberge Group 

was contracted by the Town Board to assist the CPRC. Together, the CPRC subsequently met 

monthly with the consultant and bi-monthly as a committee to ensure the information 

comprehensively reflected the needs and views expressed by the public.  


